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Kyushu University Japan in Today’s World (JTW)

A Program Overview in Celebration of the 25" Anniversary

0 Masa Higo™
0 Ryoichi Imai”
0 Chisato Nonaka"

Faculty Coordinators
Kyushu University Japan in Today’s World Program

Celebrating the 00" Anniversary of JTW

First founded in 1994, Kyushu University’s Japan in Today’s World Program (JTW) celebrated its 25"
anniversary this October; the students currently enrolled in this program are the 25" Class. JTW is one of
Kyushu University’s flagship, short-term study programs for international students. It annually accepts
exchange students from the University’s partner institutions that lead today’s higher education around the
world, thereby having played since its inception a key role in the University’s wider efforts to promote and
enrich international education. In celebration of the 25™ anniversary, this short article dedicates itself to
briefly reviewing the history and primary roles of this program and overviewing its key characteristics.

JTW is a one-year, English-based study program designed primarily for undergraduate students of
Kyushu University’s partner institutions. Opposite of the typical, domestic academic calendar, it is
designed to begin in the fall semester and end in the spring (lasting from October through July) due
largely to its need to accommodate the typical calendars of many of the partner institutions abroad,
particularly those in North America and Europe. English is the medium of communication for all learning
activities of the JTW Program, with the exception of Japanese language classes, as this program is
designed, as explained below, primarily to accept and educate international students who are interested in
learning or deepening their understanding of Japanese culture and society while their proficiency in

Japanese language is at an early stage of acquisition.

“Professor of Kyushu University International Student Center
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Photo 1.0 The 25" Class of JTW at Kyushu University Fall 2018 Opening Ceremony
for Short-Term Programs for International Students®

The Program Operation

Kyushu University International Student Center (ISC) operates JTW every year. ISC is a unit of faculty
members with a range of international backgrounds in teaching, research, and student advising within
higher education. As listed in Table 1, as of 2018, three ISC faculty members — the authors of this report —
serve as the faculty coordinators and contribute to the program primarily in instructional and advising

capacities.

The JTW Office provides the program with a variety of administrative support. Consisting of staff
members of the Division of International Student Exchange, an internal unit of Kyushu University’s
Department of International Affairs, the Office assists the participants with their various procedural needs
for their daily student lives. The areas of their administrative support include, but are not limited to, those

pertaining to immigration processes, scholarship, health insurance, and accommodation.

Together, the faculty coordinators and the staff members of the JTW Office constitute the JTW Team
(see Table 1). The primary aim of this team is to provide the participants with a package of comprehensive
support, including both educational and administrative, from their program application through smooth
entry to successful completion of the program.

10 The Division of International Affairs at Kyushu University offered this official photo on behalf of this article.



Kyushu University Japan in Today's World (JTW) 143

Table 1. Members of the JTW Team

JTW Faculty Coordinators

Primary Coordinator Masa HIGO Ph.D. (Sociology) Boston College (USA)
Coordinator Ryoichi IMAI? Ph.D. (Economics) U of Pennsylvania (USA)
Coordinator Chisato NONAKA Ph.D. (Education) U of Hawaii (USA)

JTW Office

Division of International Student Exchange, Department of International Affairs

The Program Missions

Broadly, the primary missions of the JTW Program are two-fold: educational and strategic.
International students are the subject of the educational mission; it aims to nurture coming generations of
Japanophiles or even Japan-experts in a variety of professional fields around the world. Japan as a country
has faced a gradual decline of the population in an increasingly competitive world economy. These broader
trends have placed all universities in Japan, Kyushu University included, to generate a potential workforce
that will contribute to the country in the future. JTW was launched to introduce its participants to basic
knowledge about contemporary Japanese society and culture — including the language — as a way to help

address this broad national challenge.

The strategic mission targets domestic students at Kyushu University, Japanese students in
particular. As its core expectation, the student exchange agreements, which are made typically through
Memoranda of Understanding, require active student exchange between the partner institutions; namely,
inbound student mobility (accepting exchange students from partner institutions) enables outbound
student mobility (sending domestic students to the partner institutions). Providing incoming exchange
students with quality international education is at the core mission of JTW per se. Simultaneously, JTW
also dedicates itself to doing so in order to provide or expand opportunities for domestic students to go on
exchanges to the University’s leading partner institutions around the world.

The Program Design

The JTW Program is designed to offer a comprehensive package of learning-and-living experiences
based on a multi-dimensional approach to facilitate the participants’ understanding of Japan in our rapidly
changing cultural, social, economic and political landscapes around the world. As mentioned earlier,
English is used as the medium of instruction, and a variety of resources and opportunities for immersion

21 Dr. IMAL also serves as ISP Director. ISP stands for Independent Study Projects, which are optional academic activities
for credit as official component of the JTW Program.
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experience are offered. This way, the participants may learn — academically and experientially, both in and
beyond the classroom — contemporary Japanese society and culture in an effective and efficient way even
without proficiency in Japanese language prior to participating in the program.

Throughout the program period, the JTW program provides its participants with eight sets of
learning opportunities and resources as illustrated below in Figure 1.

Figure 1. Program Components of JTW

The first four of the eight program components are offered for academic learning for formal credit.
The JTW Program challenges students with a broad range of JTW Core Courses and Faculty Courses —
rigorous, challenging subject courses taught in English — as well as the option to work on Independent
Study Projects, which require self-driven research activities and public presentations at the end of the
semester. For language acquisition, JTW offers nationally renowned Japanese Academic Courses (JACS).
Credits are transferrable to the participants’ home institutions contingent upon their permission. JTW
Core Courses are offered as electives, and all the others are optional, although every year most
participants enroll in some JACs.

The last four components are extra-curricular activities aiming to facilitate the participants’
immersion into contemporary Japanese culture. For every program year the JTW Program arranges and
conducts about 14 Study Trips across the Northern Kyushu region, where the participants experience, for
instance, rice planting and harvesting instructed by local farmers, seated meditation at a historic Buddhist
temple, visiting one of the most competitive Sumo Stables across the country, and learning the history of
the Atomic Bombing by visiting Nagasaki. The participants may also take advantage of the Japanese
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The Growth of JTW to the Present

Since its birth to the present, JTW as a one-year, annual program has increasingly widened its gates
and expanded its size. Figure 2 shows the trend of the number of exchange students participating in JTW
from Program Year 1994-95 through 2018-19 (the 1st through the current, 25" Class). Starting with 14
participants, the number grew to 29 in Program Year 2001-02 (the 8" Class), and it continued to jump
reaching 48 in 2007-08 (the 14" Class) and on to 66 in 2015-16 (the 22" Class). Since Program Year
2008-09 (the 15" Class), JTW has hosted an annual mean of 59.4 exchange students (median: 60).

70

60 —| D Asia
E Oceania

| Europe
so || Central & South America 1
. North America

40

30

Number of participants
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a
&
o
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(14)] (18)] {21)| (24) | (18} | (24) | (23) | (29} | (28) | {32) | {43} | (45} | (52) | (a8) | {55} | (63) | (52) | {62} | (6] | (60} | {60}] {66} | (62} | (58) | {59}

Program Year (Total Number of Participants)

Figure 2.1 Composition of JTW students, by world regions in which their home institutions are
located, Program Year 1994-95 — 2018-19 (from the 1* through the 25" Class)

The regional backgrounds of the participants have also grown more diverse. Originally starting with
students mostly from the U.S., particularly since Program Year 2008-09 (the 15" Class), the JTW Program
has regularly hosted students from more than 15 different countries and regions located in four major
regions of the world, including Europe, Asia, Oceania, Central and South America as well as North
America. It's also worthwhile noting that since 2015-16 (the 22™ Class) JTW has annually accepted
students from Egypt. This new growth has made JTW an ever more diverse program hosting students

from five major world regions including Africa.
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The 00" Class of JTW — A Brief Student Profile

Since the beginning of the program, most participants have been those studying at an undergraduate
level at their home institutions, and this is still the case. Many of their home institutions are considered
leading universities around the word by major world university ranking schemes including Times Higher
Education World University Rankings andl QS World University Rankings. Exchange students from such
competitive and prestigious partner institutions make a significant contribution to creating academically
competitive and stimulating environments, not only among the program participants but also across the
wider campus of Kyushu University.

Program participants’ academic backgrounds (majors and minors at their home institutions) are
significantly diverse, ranging from natural sciences and social sciences to humanities. Nonetheless,
throughout the history of the program, a significant portion of the participants’ major or minor studies
have been in fields closely associated with Japanology, an interdisciplinary study focusing on Japanese
culture, society, economy and/or politics from a global or cross-national comparative perspective. Though
the level of their proficiency in Japanese language also substantially varies, a large portion of them are at

an absolute beginner to lower intermediate level.

Table 2 summarizes basic demographic background of the current, 25" Class of the JTW Program.
This class consists of a total of 59 participants — 22 male and 37 female students — from 33 partner
institutions located in 14 countries and regions of the world, which spread across Europe, North America,
Asia and Africa. Table 2 also list the participants’ academic grades at their home institutions, age, gender,

and period of their participation in the JTW Program.

Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of the 25" Class of JTW

Student Home Institution Country/ Major (Minor) Grade*| Age |Gender |Period®

# Region

1 U of Washington Japanese Literature B2 20 F 1Y
2 U of Washington Japanese Language B3 21 M 1Y
3 U of Washington Communication B3 23 F 1Y
4 U of Georgia ) Linguistics B2 21 F 1Y
5 U of Georgia ;Jtr;ltteesd Computer Science B1 20 M 1Y
6 U of Georgia Mechanical Engineering B3 21 M 1Y
7 San Jose State U Linguistics and Japanese B3 21 F Fall
8 Arizona State U Anthropology B3 20 F 1Y
9 Arizona State U Philosophy B2 21 M 1Y

41 B” signifies a baccalaureate level, and M” a master’s level.
50 Period of program participation.
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10 |U of Bristol Law B2 20 F 1Y
11 | U of Bristol Law B2 20 F 1Y
12 | U of Leeds Music B2 21 F 1Y
13 | U of Leeds Art & Design B2 20 F 1Y
14 | U of Leeds United Chinese & Japanese B1 20 M 1Y
15 | U of Sheffield Kingdom [ j3panese Studies B2 23 F 1Y
16 | Newcastle U Japanese Studies B2 20 M 1Y
17 | U of London, SOAS Japanese B2 22 F 1Y
18 |U of London, SOAS Japanese & Social B2 | 23 F 1y
Anthropology
19 | U of Bordeaux 3 English & Japanese B2 20 F 1Y
20 | U of Bordeaux 3 English & Japanese B2 19 1Y
21 | U of Bordeaux 3 English & Japanese B2 19 F 1Y
2 U_nlver5|te_de Provence - Applied Foreign B3 23 F 1y
Aix-Marseille | Languages
- — France
23 U_nlversne_de Provence - Jgpanese Language and B3 97 M 1y
Aix-Marseille | Literature
24 Universite Grenoble Business & Management B2 19 F 1Y
Alpse
25 | U of Strasbourg English & Japanese B2 28 M 1Y
26 | Hohenheim U Communication Science B2 23 F 1Y
27 | Heidelberg U Mathematics B3 21 F Fall
28 | Technical U of Munich Informatics B1 27 M Fall
Germany .
29 | Technical U of Munich Infor_matlt?s. Games B2 21 F Fall
Engineering
30 | Technical U of Munich Electrlca_ll Engineering & B3 20 M Spring
Information Technology
31 | Catholic U of Leuven Belgium | Japanology B3 21 F 1Y
32 | Stockholm U Management B2 21 M Fall
33 | Stockholm U Development Studies B2 22 M 1Y
Sweden - - -
34 | UppsalaU Mechanical Engineering B2 26 M Fall
35 |UppsalaU Information Technology B2 24 M g
36 |[CairoU Ja_tpanese Language and B3 23 F g
Egypt Literature
37 |CairoU Japanese Linguistics B3 21 F Spring
38 |WuhanU C.hlnese Language and B3 20 F Spring
Literature
Huazhong U of Science & . International Business & .
39 Technology China English B2 1 Spring
40 | BeiHang U Industrial Design B4 21 M Spring
41 | BeiHang U Software Engineering B3 21 M Spring
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42 | Chinese U of Hong Kong Hong Chinese Language Studies B2 20 F 1Y
43 | U of Hong Kong China Kong Surveying B3 21 Spring
44 | U of Hong Kong China |- CNina [ syrveying B3 20 F Spring
45 | YonseiU East Asia Business & B2 21 F | Spring

Economy

South - -

46 | Korea U Korea ngor_ History . B2 22 M Spring

Minor: Economics
47 | Seoul National U Physical Education B3 23 M Spring
48 | National Tsing Hua U. Mechanical Engineering M2 25 F Fall
49 | National Tsing Hua U. Taiwan Marketing M2 25 F Fall
50 | National Taiwan U Psychology B3 21 F 1Y

Indian Institute of . . .

51 Technology, Madras India English Studies B4 23 F Fall
52 | Gadjah Mada U Electrical Engineering B3 21 M Fall
53 | Gadjah Mada U Architecture B4 22 F Fall
54 | Gadjah Mada U Indonesia Psychology B3 20 F Fall
55 | Gadjah Mada U Forest Management B3 20 F Spring
56 | Gadjah Mada U Public Policy and B4 19 F Spring

Management
57 | National U of Singapore Japanese Studies B2 22 Fall
58 | National U of Singapore | Singapore | Japanese Studies B2 20 Spring
59 | National U of Singapore Economics B3 21 Spring

JTW’s Contributions to Kyushu University Campus

As explained earlier, the JTW Program dedicates itself to offering quality learning-and-living

experiences for exchange students from Kyushu university’s leading partner institutions around the

world, thereby expanding opportunities for the University’'s domestic students to go on exchanges to

those institutions. Today, JTW'’s contribution goes well beyond these conventional missions; particularly

over the past five years, it has come to make invaluable contributions to internationalizing Kyushu

University Campus at least in the following three areas:

(1)0 The JTW Program adds to the campus community a microcosm of the ever diversified world

today. The culturally and ethnically diverse body of students from all around the world provides

the University’s faculty members and administrators as well as local students with a rich

resource for cross-cultural interactions and exchanging ideas.

(2)1 0TW has also served as powerful leverage to expand Kyushu University’s partnerships with
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leading universities around the world for student exchange. In the ever competitive ‘global
market’ of student exchange, the quarter century successful legacy of this dynamic study
program for international students has served as a symbol of Kyushu University’s dedication to

and successful effort for international education.

Finally, but not necessarily last, the JTW Program stands as a primary source of motivation for
Japanese students to go global for their own learning experience in their daily campus life.
Friendships with JTW students often encourage them to expand the horizons of their academic

and career prospects by studying abroad, just as their JTW friends do here at Kyushu University.
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