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WHAT MAKES THE WATANABE SCHOLARSHIP
UNIQUE?

The Watanabe Scholarship is more than just a scholarship. It is
an investment in the development of future leaders who can
contribute to the U.S.-Japan relationship from a variety of fields/
sectors. Throughout their year abroad, the scholars will be invited to
participate in U.S.-Japan Council events in their host region as well
as leadership training programming.

Scholars are connected to the U.S.-Japan Council network

Scholars participate in dedicated leadership development
opportunities (e.g. Watanabe Leadership Weekend, U.S.-Japan
Council Annual Conference, etc.)

Below are photos from the 2017 Watanabe Leadership Weekend in
Los Angeles, where the 2016-17 scholars from all across the U.S. were
brought together for a three-day, unique, one-of-a-kind, leadership
training and development program.

FRULTL

QUOTES FROM SCHOLARS

“During the Leadership Weekend, I became really good friends with
other scholars and we shared our passion and ideas for studying abroad in
the United States, as well as future goals. Those discussions motivated me
to think about my future from different perspectives and the meaning of
studying in the United States. Mr. Watanabe’s words about “the importance
of persistence and seeking what I am passionate and interested in” were
especially impressive.” — 2016-17 Scholar, studied abroad at Manhattanville
College (Purchase, NY)

“I grew up and lived in Japan my entire life until last year, and had little
confidence in my English level. This sometimes prevented me from talking
and building the relationship with people in California because I was afraid
of making mistakes. At the beginning of the program, I was quiet during class
discussions and tennis practices; 1 did not want to bother others with my
imperfect English. But the warmth and receptiveness of people in California
opened my eyes to a realization that it’s really mottainai if 1 don’t take
advantage of what I can do only in the United States. When I tried to convey
wanting to hold conversations, everyone was generous, which encouraged me
to be more active. Trying new things were well worth the effort, and even
if I failed, it had a good effect on me.” — 2016-17 Scholar, studied abroad at
University of California, Los Angeles (Los Angeles, CA)

ABOUT THE U.S.-JAPAN COUNCIL

The U.S.-Japan Council is a 501(c) 3 non-profit educational
organization that contributes to strengthening U.S.-Japan relations
by bringing together diverse leadership, engaging stakeholders
and exploring issues that benefit communities, businesses and
government entities on both sides of the Pacific. The Council
cultivates an international network of members, and collaborates
with other organizations and institutions to develop programs that
allow members to engage with their counterparts in the United
States and Japan. The Council promotes people-to-people relations
as crucial to a strong U.S.-Japan relationship.

ABOUT THE SCHOLARS

TOMO
DACHI

60% Female 90°o Undergrad
40% Male % Grad

40% from Single 20% TOMODACHI

Avg. Award Amount
Parent Households Program Alum

Total Awa rded $550 000
Data reflects 2016 and 2017 cohorts.

CONTACT

Members of the Watanabe Scholarship Team are located in both the
Washington, DC Headquarters and Tokyo office of the U.S.-Japan
Council.

For all inquiries, email is preferred —
watanabescholarship@usjapancouncil.org.

No telephone inquiries please.
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ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP

The Toshizo Watanabe Endowed Scholarship Fund’s Toshizo
Watanabe Study Abroad Scholarship provides financial assistance
to undergraduates or graduate students for a semester or year-long
study abroad program in either the United States or Japan. A generous
endowment gift of $10 million from Mr. Toshizo (Tom) Watanabe
to the U.S.-Japan Council makes it possible to award scholarships
to students for whom study abroad would not be possible without
financial support.

The scholarship will support up to the full cost of attendance to the
study abroad program of the applicant’s choice. The scholarship
program grants awards to recipients in amounts determined by
financial need and other qualifications.
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Beginning in 2018, both American and Japanese students who are
undertaking international study in either the United States or Japan
will be eligible to apply for the Watanabe Scholarship. The scholarship
will be awarded to applicants who meet the following criteria:

1. Are U.S. or Japanese citizens

2. Currently in good academic standing at an accredited college or
university in the U.S. or Japan

3. Will be enrolled in a credit-bearing course of study at a college,
university or approved academic center in the U.S. or Japan in
the upcoming academic year.

4. Demonstrates financial need for international study (i.e. Without
financial assistance or support, would not be able to study abroad)

5. Preference will be given to applicants who have been raised by a
single parent or who have lost both parents (i.e. orphan)

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

All students must complete an online-application using the
scholarshiE portal. The following materials comprise the materials
that must be submitted in application for the scholarship.

More info and FAQ help -
http://www.usjapancouncil.org/watanabe_scholarship.

Application Form

Personal Statement Essay

Resume

Letter of Recommendation

Study Abroad Advisor Certification Letter (template will be
provided)

¢ Financial Aid Certification Letter (template will be provided)

* Academic Transcript (optional)

SCHOLARSHIP TIMELINE

September 1- December 31, 2017: Virtual Information Sessions

Mid-September 2017: Watanabe Scholarship Representatives
travel to Study Abroad Fairs and
Universities (Japan)
January 1, 2018: Online Application Open
February 15, 2018: Application Deadline
April 15 - 30, 2018: Finalist Notification
May 1-15,2018: Scholarship Decisions Announced

June 5,2018: Scholarship Acceptance Deadline
Scholarship Disbursement Begins

* The above schedule may be subject to change.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Are graduate and degree-seeking students eligible for
the scholarship?

Yes, you are eligible to apply. However, please note the scholarship is
only for a maximum of one year of support. If you receive it you may
reapply for a second or third year, however there is no guarantee
that you will be awarded it again.

Do I apply for the scholarship directly or does my university in
Japan have to nominate me?

Each student must apply directly for the scholarship. University
offices or staff are NOT permitted to submit documents/applications
on behalf of their students for this scholarship.

Can I combine the Watanabe Scholarship with other scholarships
I may receive to support study abroad?

Yes, you may combine other scholarships with the Watanabe
scholarship up to the full cost of attendance for your study abroad.

Does applying for less money increase my chances of receiving
this scholarship?

No it does not. The goal is to offer up-to full financial support
to students for study abroad. You should apply for the amount
you need.

For more information, please viset our webiste at
http://usjapancouncil.org/watanabe_scholarship.
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