Grand Canyon Semester
Northern Arizona University
August 20th - December 7th, 2020

The Grand Canyon Semester investigates the landscape, cultures,
and politics of the greater Grand Canyon region. The Grand Canyon
Semester offers a life-changing learning experience in the high
mountains of northern Arizona and the deep canyon country of the
Colorado Plateau. Students with a wide variety of interests and passions
come from across the United States and around the world to join faculty
in the natural sciences, social sciences, arts, and humanities to investigate
how humans impact, manage, interact with, and value the natural world.
On backcountry field trips, in classrooms and art galleries, around
campfires, in traditional hogans, and floating down the Colorado River
through the Grand Canyon, we confront key environmental and social
challenges in these diverse natural and cultural landscapes.

GCS was an incredible experience that
taught me not only to think outside the box
about many different kinds of issues
currently surrounding the Colorado
plateau, but to fully observe my
surroundings in a way that I had never
thought about before. And because of my
involvement in GCS, I was able to get an
internship at Grand Canyon National Park,
which helped me with my college degree.
-- Anna GCS 2014

The Grand Canyon Semester’s broad
theme, Boundaries and Borders, evokes a
deep exploration of the
complex issues that influence and shape
natural and cultural worlds.
Using interdisciplinary and
experiential approaches, students will
explore the economic, political, artistic,
ecological, social, and spiritual forces of the
greater Grand Canyon. region.

Honors students and honors-eligible students from across the country are encouraged to apply.

Total Semester Cost - $9,477

Covers fees, tuition, housing, insurance (required of students who
cannot show proof of existing medical insurance) for the term as well as
WUDQVSRUWDWLRQDQGIRRGGXULQJ¿HOGH[SHULHQFHV
Financial aid is available.

Grand Canyon Semester 2020 Courses

6WXGHQWVZLOOEHUHJLVWHUHGIRU¿YH*UDQG&DQ\RQ6HPHVWHUFRXUVHV7KHVH
VHPLQDUVLQWHUFRQQHFWWKURXJKFRQWHQWSURMHFWVDQGVLWHVSHFL¿FSODFHEDVHG
OHDUQLQJH[SHULHQFHV7KHVHPHVWHULVFHQWHUHGRQ+XPDQVDQGWKH(QYLURQPHQWZKLFKLV
SDUWRIWKH$SSOLHG&RUHDW1$87KH,QWHJUDWLYH6HPLQDUDQG'LUHFWHG6WXG\FRPSOHPHQW
the courses in the Applied Core by providing students the
opportunity to contextualize their experience and do in-depth study.

Applied Core: Humans and the Environment
ANT 306H: Peoples of the Southwest
3 credit hours in Anthropology, Native American Studies, or Humanities
Social Political Worlds, Liberal Studies: Critical Thinking
Students will be immersed into contemporary southwestern cultural traditions.



.

ENV 250H: Environmental Conservation on the Colorado Plateau
4 credit hours in Natural History, Environmental Science, or Ecology
/DE6FLHQFH/LEHUDO6WXGLHV6FLHQWL¿F,QTXLU\
Students will study the intersection of natural history, geology, and ecology.
POS 359H: Environmental Policy
3 credit hours in Political Science or Environmental Science
Social and Political Worlds, Liberal Studies: Critical Thinking
Students will interact with primary stakeholders to understand the complexity of
managing one of the world’s most valuable treasures.
HUM 399H: Integrative Seminar: Grand Canyon as Text
3 credit hours in Anthropology, English, Environmental Science, Humanities
Students integrate their learning while cultivating their sense of place through City as
7H[WSHUVRQDOUHÀHFWLYHZULWLQJDQGFUHDWLYHSURMHFWVDVZHOODVOHDUQLQJIURPWKHFUHDWLYHZRUNRIRWKHUDUWLVWVZULWHUVDQGH[SORUHUVRIWKH*UDQG&DQ\RQUHJLRQ8VLQJ
FUHDWLYHDQGQRQ¿FWLRQZULWLQJMRXUQDOLQJDUWDQGPXOWLPHGLDVWXGHQWVZLOOGRFXPHQW
WKHLURZQSHUVRQDO*UDQG&DQ\RQH[SHULHQFHV
HON 485: Directed Study: Undergraduate Independent Research Project
FUHGLWKRXUVLQWKH¿HOGRIWKHUHVHDUFKWRSLFRU,QGHSHQGHQW6WXG\
Students are guided as they undertake original research that incorporates course work,
WKHLULQWHUHVWVDQG¿HOGZRUN)DFXOW\PHQWRUVDVVLVWLQIRUPXODWLQJDSSURSULDWHWRSLFV
identifying available resources, and engaging students in productive writing strategies. Students interested in creative projects expected to produce an analytical written
GRFXPHQW7KHFXOPLQDWLRQRIWKLVFRXUVHLVDSXEOLFV\PSRVLXPLQZKLFKWKHUHVHDUFK
projects are presented and discussed.

Questions about the Grand Canyon Semester may be addressed to
Academic Director Ted Martinez at theodore.martinez@nau.edu.

Apply online at nau.edu/gcs.
Early Application Deadline is December 9th, 2019
Application Deadline is February 17th, 2020
Check out our Facebook and Instagram at:

https://www.facebook.com/grandcanyonsemester
@NAUGRANDCANYONSEMESTER

